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Antonio Gelonesi - Chairman 


Welcome to tonight's big clash against Olympic 
Sharks. 


Not only is Olympic a fierce cross-town rival, but 
as reigning champions and one of the league's 
pace setters they'll provide a stern test for us this 
evening. 


Our coach Lawrie McKinna appeared on Fox 
Sports last week before our clash against 
Wollongong and spoke about a number of 
issues. The most important one from my point of 
view, is our commitment to youth development 
at Northern Spirit. 


We were very careful to recruit the right types of 
players to the club in the off-season. While we go 
into tonight's match at the wrong end of the 
table, the season is still young and we already 
have a number of success stories to celebrate 


Brent Fisher received a call-up to the full national 
squad in October and toured Europe, making his 
debut off the bench in the match against Estonia. 


Jonathan Richter, a graduate of the AIS in his first 
NSL season has been a great find for the club, 
scoring the heart stopping winner against 
South Melbourne and becoming a real favourite 
of the Bob and Mac Stands for his never say 
die attitude. 


John Hutchinson is another young player who 
has impressed me greatly, showing he has class 
to add to his enthusiasm with fine goals 
against South Melbourne and last week 
against Wollongong. 


While the focus is on youth, I'd also like to pay 
tribute to one’ of our veterans in Alex Tobin. | 
need not remind you of his exploits as Australia’s 
highest capped international, or his standing in 
the game having played almost 500 matches in 
our national league, Alex is a beacon for our 
younger players and a man whose standards 
they would all do well to aspire to. 


No one at the club expected start performing 
miracles overnight. We are committed to 
Spirit being a part of the long term future in 
Australian soccer. 


While we have lost our last two matches against 
Perth and Wollongong, | think we have played 
some of our best football in these games. 
Against league leaders Glory in particular, we 
showed great spirit to fight back and give 
ourselves a chance to take something from 
the game. 
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So ahead of tonight's big game against Olympic, 
I'd like to thank you for coming along and 
supporting the team. We are working hard to be 
a club its fans can be proud of on and off the 
pitch. The boys have been looking forward to this 
game and they'll be desperate to get a result to 
show their appreciation of your support. 


View From The Top -Lawrie McKinna 


We created plenty of chances against 


Wollongong last weekend and dominated long 
periods of the match but still came away with 
nothing to show for it. | would be more 
concerned if we didn't create the chances that 
we missed and eventually they will start going in 
for us but that makes two games in a row that 
we have fought our way back into a match only 
to miss out at the end. 


Noel Spencer had three great strikes against his 
former club but Andrew Crews _ played 
exceptionally well to deny him and other 
attempts on goal. John Hutchinson got the 
equaliser and | feel that both the Wolves goals 
came against the run of play....but that’s football. 


Now we have to pick ourselves up and face the 
challenge of the current NSL champions — 
Olympic Sharks. 


They kept battling away against a ten-man 
Sydney United last week and came away with a 
1-nil win which shows they are more than 
prepared to roll their sleeves up and keep 
plugging away until the end to get a result. 


Of course, they pose a threat to any side in the 
NSL at the moment but | am more concerned 
with how we play the game and am certain that 
if we play the way we have been in recent games 
then we can take all three points tonight. 


You can play your part by being noisy and 
supportive of the side from the first whistle and 
| thank-you, as do the players, for the applause 
after the Glory match. It meant a lot to the guys 
who gave everything for little reward and even 
less luck. 


Let's hope it's with us tonight for a change. 


Gary McGinnis — Head of Youth 
Hi again, 


Our Youth Department continues to have its 
buoyant mood at the moment. Fresh from the 
news that three former youth players, Alex 
Wilkinson, Jonti Richter and Matt Osman have 
been selected in Ange Postecoglou’s Under 20's 
National Squad. 


Our young high achievers leave for Vanuatu on 
December 1st for the World Cup Qualifiers that 
will culminate in the finals tournament in the 
United Arab Emirates in March 2003. Another 
couple of players can count themselves 
unfortunate not to be selected but |’m sure their 
day will come. We are fortunate to have to have 
some other outstanding talent in the ranks. As 
well as Brent Fisher (New Zealand) who has the 
ability to play on the International stage for many 
years to come, we have a whole batch of young 
apprentices bursting on to the scene. Watch this 
space for more news on them soon. 


On the first team front, it has to be said that 
Lawrie McKenna has done a magnificent job 
with limited resources. The whole squad have 
shown great heart and desire in all the games. 
We now await that slice of luck that's eluded us; 
let's hope it arrives tonight! Enjoy the game. 


Craig Foster 

This is one of the nights Spirit fans look forward 
to all year, the chance to square off against 
our arch rivals frorn across the harbour, the 
Olympic Sharks. 


| think you'll agree that our recent performances 
have deserved better rewards. | thought our play 
against Perth was superb, with our young players 
really stepping up to the mark and playing with 
aggression and confidence. 


Confidence is the key in football. Often when a 
team is playing well but jus not getting due 
reward, some players will go into their shell. Not 
so with this year's squad, the boys continue to 
have faith and they know that a good run of 
results is just around the corner. 


Spirit players need look no further than Mark 
Viduka’s resurgence in the Premier League for 
proof of the benefits of perseverance. | tipped 
here not so long ago that the big striker would 


find happy times soon enough, after struggling 
to gain selection in Terry Venables’ Leeds first 
team recently. 


Well, Mark scored in the Yorkshire club's win over 
West Ham at the weekend, with his Aussie 
partner in crime Harry Kewell chiming in with 
two of his own. 


And what about Swiss club Basel. As | write this, 
they are preparing for a Eurpean Champions 
League tie against the mighty Reds of Liverpool, 
with Aussie boys Scottie Chipperfield and Ivan 
Ergic an important part of the squad. It just 
proves that our players can compete at the 
highest level and makes it an even bigger 
mystery as to why we have failed to play in the 
world soccer's biggest showpiece, the World 
Cup, for so many years. 


| hope you enjoy the big match against Olympic 
tonight. I'll be cheering the team on and 
hopefully we'll be talking about how we took all 
three points off our arch rivals after the match. 


Our Visitors Tonight 


Tonight we take on last season Grand Final 
winners Olympic Sharks in what may yet prove 
to be another epic battle at North Sydney Oval. 
The Sharks — who defeated Perth Glory in the 
Final — are desperate to collect all three points 
and maintain their position as the country's top 
club for as long as possible during this campaign 
but the vintage football they played last season 
has somewhat deserted them in this although 
they have shown a quality to grind out results. 


Overall, Spirit has met Olympic eight times in the 
league and the reading doesn't make for joy 
among the north shore supporters although 
Sharks fans are no doubt quite happy about it. 
P8 W1 D1 L6 F5 A16 with the one win to date 
coming at Belmore 3-2 after a Spirit player was 
sent-off. The home record isn't good for 
Spirit: P4 WO D1 L3 FO A6 and |’m sure 
this is something the players will want to 
rectify tonight. 


Indeed, Olympic were the first team ever to play 
Northern Spirit and obviously the first to play 
against us at NSO when winning 2-nil in front of 
18.985 fans in our inaugural game in the NSL. 
Not the best result but what a heady night of 
football in those far off halcyon days. 


Tonight we can expect Olympic to be wary of 
Spirit but confident in their approach to the 
match. Ante Milicic (#9) hasn't had the best start 
to the season for our visitors and isn't finding the 
net as often as he would like (hopefully that 
continues tonight for the home fans) but Andrew 
Packer (#23) is going along well. 


Clint Bolton (#1) has been outstanding at the 
back and Tom Pondeljak (#8) is starting to 
recapture his form after some shaky 
performances. There is plenty of youth in the 
side also in Franco Parisi (#12), Zenon Caravella 
(#19) and Andrew Durante (#24), similar to Spirit 
at present. 


Coach Gray Phillips - having played some 277 
games and scoring 18 goals for Olympic and 
Brisbane as a player - coaxed the side to the 
Grand Final win in his first season at the helm as 
manager and, in 89/90, played in the Sharks GF 
win. He also played in two other NSL finals and 
is well tutored in the art of management after 
plying his trade as the OSF Development Officer, 
coach of the QAS and Head Coach of the Tonga 
national side. 


Expect a tough game this evening with plenty of 
fireworks as two old foes slug it out toe-to-toe in 
a Sydney derby game that promises much and 
rarely fails to deliver. 


Who's A Naughty Boy/Team Then? 


This week we look at who has.picked up the 
most cards as at the end of Round’ 8 last 
weekend and look to see who has been the 
naughtiest little boy of the season to date. 


Adelaide City Force 


Michael Valkanis, Carl Veart, Gianluca Lagati, 
Diego Pellegrini, Claudio Pelosi and Lucas 
Pantelis all have two yellow cards each to form 
one of the cleanest sides in the NSL to date and 
not one send-off as yet. } 


Brisbane Strikers 

Peter Grierson has one yellow card and a double 
caution (Red) to his name but Stephen Laybutt (4 
yellow) and Fernando Rech (3) add to the tally. 


SHARKS 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


PLAYER POSITION PLAYER POSITION 
Lupce Acevski Goalkeeper 14/11/77 1 Clint Bolton Goalkeeper 22/08/75 
Julian Watts Defender 17/03/71 2 George Souris Defender 12/11/69 
Noel Spencer idfield 26/07/77 4 Paul Kohler Defender 05/08/79 
Aloaratin Bran 03/11/65 a) Mark Byrnes Defender 08/02/82 
pie ] 6 Ante Juric Defender 11/11/73 

Andrew McDermott idfield 24/03/77 / ig 

{ 7 Wayne Srhoj idfie 23/03/82 
Adam Kwasnik riker 31/05/83 ; 8 Tom Pondeljak fdria 08/01/76 
John Hutchinson idfield 29/12/79 9 Ante Milicic riker 04/04/74 
ichael Cartwright efender 03/08/79 Troy Halpin idfie 17/08/73 
Vuko Tomasevic idfield 13/05/80 Jade North idfield 07/01/82 
Alex Wilkinson Defender 13/08/84 brensouFetis! SHHSGE Ob aie 
Paul Henderson Goalkeeper 22/04/76 Galy allies Oe ea 
Greg Owens 27/01/81 
atthew Osman Defender 29/07/83 Sarranti Parisos Striker 23/06/83 
even Baveas idfield 07/04/84 Matt Hilton Striker 27/02/86 
arcus Phillips idfield 10/17/73 Jeromy Harris Striker 07/08/75 
Aaron Burgess Striker 10/11/78 Joel Porter idfield/Striker 25/12/78 
onathan(Rianter idfield 12/04/83 Zenon Caravella idfield/Striker 7/03/83 
Brett Hughes Goalkeeper 19/04/69 
f Morgan Cawley idfield/Striker 28/05/81 
| Elias Demourtzidis Striker 25/06/81 
| Andrew Packer idfield 6/06/80 
Andrew Durante efender 03/05/82 
Brett Studman efender 4/04/85 
Labinot Haliti idfield/Striker 26/10/84. 
Hiroyuki Ishida idfield 31/08/79 
Tolgay Ozbey Striker 12/04/86 
Dominic Hudap idfield 03/09/85 


Football Kingz 

Jonathan Taylor (4) and Chris Jackson (3) lead the 
way with the only send off being that of Riki Van 
Steeden who received a straight red card. 


Marconi Stallions 
Robbie Enes and Darren McDonald both sit on 
three yellow cards with the threat of an 
automatic suspension hanging over them should 
they collect another. 


Melbourne Knights 
Lubo Lapsansky is far and away the leader for 
the Melbourne side with 4 yellow cards and a 
suspension already. 


Newcastle United 

Another of the cleaner sides with only Travis 
Dodd showing out who is one caution away from 
automatic suspension. 


Olympic Sharks 
Paul Kohler has been ordered from the field with 
a double caution and Jade North has just finished 
his one-match suspension for picking up four 
separate yellows, 


Parramatta Power 

Nick Orlic and Ahmad Elrich have three yellows 
each but Peter Zorbas and Liam Reddy have 
booth been sent from the field this season. 


Perth Glory 
As ever a well drilled and organised side with 
only Scott Miller and Jamie Harnwell holding 2- 
yellow apiece 


South Melbourne 


Vaughan Coveny, surprisingly, has two cautions 
to his name but Michael Baird has one yellow 
and a straight red to his. 


Sydney United 

Brendan Santalab sits one away from a week off 
but three send-offs for our Sydney neighbours 
isn't quite so good, Boris Pavic (1 yellow, 1 
straight red), Slavomir Lukac (double caution) and 
Commins Menapi (straight red) are the culprits. 


Wollongong Wolves 

Robbie Stanton, Buddy Farah and David Huxley 
possess two yellows each as the club is clear of 
red cards..,.which brings us to.... 


Northern Spirit 

Simon Bell (1 yellow, 1 straight red), Adam 
Kwasnik (like Bell) and Vuko Tomasevic (1 yellow 
and one double caution) are the beasts of the 
north shore. 


Many struggling clubs, and there are far more 
than many recognise in the NSL at present, with 
the smaller squads are prone to mistakes etc, on 
the pitch as players become tired and carry 
niggling injuries after so many consecutive 
matches. Also, teams with ‘young’ squads also 
suffer as former Youth players have to make 
the step up the pace of the NSL which isn't 
always easy. 


Let's now look at the table of clubs using the 
legend of one point for a yellow card, three 
points for a Red card with double cautions 
counting as a single Red and not two yellows. 


Team-Yellow-Red-Db/ Red-Points 


Glory-6-0-0-6 Wolves-9-0-0-9 
South-8-1-0-11 NewU-15-0-0-15 
Knights-15-0-0-16 Stallions-16-0-0-16 
Force-17-0-0-17 Sharks-14-1-1-17 
Power-13-2-1-19 Kingz-18-1-0-21 
SydU-13-3-1-22 Spirit-15-3-1-24 
Strikers-22-1-0-25 


So there you have it, Brisbane Strikers have 
collected the most actionable points and Spirit 
running close behind with both Perth Glory and 
Wollongong Wolves battling it out for the Fair 
Play Award after Round 8 of the NSL. 


We'll take a more in depth look at these figures 
in later programme's to see what changes, if any, 
have occurred. 


Curtain Raisers at North Sydney Oval 


Do you dream of running on to North Sydney 
Oval in Spirit colours. Well, if you're Under 7, you 
and your team mates can do the next best thing. 


For a chance to play in a Curtain Raiser at one of 
Spirit's home games, just send an email to 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au. Be sure to tell 
us all your contact details so that we can send 
you a registration form. 


The Spirit of Good Business 


With Christmas just around the corner, why not 
treat your valued clients to a night at the football, 
to see Northern Spirit do battle in the National 
Soccer League. You will be surprised by the 
value for money corporate packages available at 
the picturesque North Sydney Oval. Corporate 
Boxes, or a spot in the Mollie Dive Stand, 
whatever your needs, we can meet them to 
make your night a memorable one. Special 
packages for Christmas are now available.We 
have function rooms to cater for private parties 
as large as 200, or as small as ten. For more 
information, send an email to 


marketing@northernspirit.com.au or contact the 
club on 9460 2187. 


Subscribe to Spirit News -the Official Club 
newsletter 


Want to receive the fantastic Spirit News our 
new email newsletter — filled with lots of exciting 
and interesting titbits about the Club and it's 
players. To subscribe, simply send an email to 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au and ask to be 
added to the ‘Spirit News'mailing list. 


Cadbury Ice Cream Loyalty Card Holders 


Don't forget to get your passports stamped and 
cards scanned as you enter the ground on match 
days. Remember, only Cadbury lee Cream 
Loyalty Card holders who have attended all home 
games will be invited to the end of season bash 
- so visit the merchandising caravan, under the 
scoreboard to receive your official stamp. Every 
visit brings you closer to receivinggreat gifts 
from our good friends at Cadbury Ice Cream. 
Selected first team players will be at the caravan 
signing your passports from 7pm onwards. 


Our great training shirt offer is still on - free with 
every jersey purchased at the ground — get 
yourself to the merchandise caravan and see the 
great range available for original Christmas ideas. 


Pre And After Match Venue 


Northern Spirit have been in talks with the Anzac 
Memorial Club and are pleased to announce that 
all Spirit fans are welcome to attend the Anzac 
Memorial Club in Miller Street in a spacious 
private room with a cash bar facility for pre and 
post drinks at all home fixtures at North Sydney 
Oval. 


The Anzac Memorial Club this week started their 
very own §-a-side soccer tournament and are 
interested in any Spirit fans making up a team. 
Send an email to marketing@northernspirit.com.au 
and we will send your details on to the Anzac 
Memorial Club, 


The club boasts ample parking for fans and beer 
prices at $3 a schooner plus the private room can 
be decorated with REMOVABLE Spirit, all ages 
are welcome to attend. 


This is seen as a healthy working relationship 
between the soccer and social club and all 
supporters are urged to try out the venue at the 
next home game vs Melbourne Knights on Friday 
29th November, 


It is envisaged that the Anzac Memorial Club 
will replace the gatherings at the smaller 
venue of the Bowling Club that proved very 
popular in the past and an opportunity to 
rekindle the atmosphere and fun that venue 
offered supporters. 


Andy McDermott - Captain 
Once again welcome to North Sydney Oval for tonight's game against the Olympic Sharks 


We have been very unfortunate in the last two games not to have picked up some points. The way we 
are playing and the application of all the boys has been first class 


Tonight's opponents need no introduction being last season’s champions and leading the league so far 
this season. We will have to perform at our very best to win this one. 


| would like to congratulate a couple of our younger players on their call up into the Australian U/20 side, 
Jonty, Wilko and Ozzie well done guys we wish you well 


On a lighter note we had a team day out last week deep-sea fishing. Although only being 10km from 
the shore the rolling seas didn’t agree with the majority of us. Nine of the fourteen that braved the 
conditions got a close up view of the water as they were hurling up their breakfast over the side of the 
boat. Jonty and Mitch Prentice were very lucky not to be thrown overboard as their laughter at the 
other boys sickness was not appreciated. It was not a total loss as we were able to enjoy the fish we 
caught on the barbie the next day. 


Hope you all enjoy the game 


Macka 


A big welcome to our Schools competing in our inaugural Schools Cup Tournament - may the best 
team win! |!!! 


Balgowlah Heights Public School 
Turramurra Public School 
Narrabeen Lakes Public School 
Lane Cove Public School 


Next home game at 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
V 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


FRIDAY 29TH NOVEMBER - GATES OPEN AT 5.30PM 
KICK OFF AT 7.30PM 
NORTH SYDNEY OVAL 


www.northernspirit.com.au 


No one knows Australia better than Qantas, That's why 


more people choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 
www.qantas.com.au 


QANTAS 


